BRASTED PARISH COUNCIL

Motice of conclusion of the audit

Annual Return for the year ended 31* March 2026

Section 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015

1. The audit of accounts for the Council for the year ended 31
March 2026 has been concluded,

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is available
for inspection by any local government elector of the area of the
Council Meeting (a) on application to:

(b)_A HANSON
PARISH CLERK & RFO
PO BOX 576
SEVENOAKS

TN13 8RT

2. Copies will be provided to any local government elector on
payment of £1 (c) for each copy of the Annual Return.

Announcement made by: (d) A HANSON PARISH CLERK & RFO

Date of announcement: (&) 24/8/2026

MNotes

{a) Delete as
appropriate

(b) Inserd name,
position and
address of the
person to whom
local government
glectors should
apply to inspect
the Annual Returm

(c) Insert a
reasonable sum
for copying costs

(d) Insert name
and position of
person placing the
notice

(&) Insert date of
placing of the
notice




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

BRASTED PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that thera s a sound system of infemal control, including amrangemants for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and beliaf, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

L'ﬂ'ﬂhﬂu‘pﬂhmmhmw ‘ R A5 ARG SINTRALS I ST !

management during the year, and for the preparation of \/ Wil i Accownis sedd Audlt Regudabona.
ihe accounting stalamants,

1. Wa mamniained an sdequals aysiem of stomal congrol
including mesasunes deaigred lo praownt and detec i
and cofmuption and revewed s afiscthensss.

3. Wa hares assursd cursedeas ihal thens are o mabee
of achsl or potential nor-compliancn with bnes,
ragulations and Propar Praclices thal could haovwe a
signiicant franctal effec on the abiity of this
nedhority io conduct s business or manoge s
Rngnces,

£, W provided peoper apporfunity during B year for
s acarcise of electors’ nghts in accordance with the
requiramants of B Accounts and Audit Reguialions,

5. Wa caariid o4l an assassmant of the risks facing this
nuthoriy and ook appropriale slegs o manage hose
riaks, indhuding tha infroduciion of inlemal condrols endior

£. W maintained throwghoul tha year an adequato ond
oftgctive system of intemal audi of thi scoounting
recards and eodirol sysbema,

T. W teok appropriabe achion on all reatters raksed
in feporis rom inkemal and axiermal sudil.

MMy penpar armngamants and accepdnd responsibiity
for safogunnding the public money and FesUrces i
iz charge,

s ety o whal if Bis B gal power fo do and has
comphed willt Fropar Prscthcss i doing so

cluriray e patav arvn all persans nfevtdted B opporiursty io
inspect and oxk guesions about Mhis authonty's aocours

considansd and docwreniod the Ssancial ond offer risks §
Faies powl sl wally dhad prapeely

mmanged for a compalont pavson, idapanieal of e Bopmcial
COTEms S peneadunes, o QR AN alpaciieg vt o wihkiier
infavresd conimds meed lhe deeds of Mt Smaller suffaanmy.

responded fo malfers brovght o i atftenfion by intrmal and
xiiems aLmht,

aisciopnd awvanyfivrg B shokd hawh abodl B3 business acthaly
during the year inclucing ovovits [addng place mflor the year

SHNSIS IS S K

durirsg o¢ B e year-ond, havs a fnancial lmpact on g I redensant. |
this auifority snd, where appropriste, hows induded them
in Ehe accounting stalermnents.

1, (For local cooncils only] Trust funds inchuding hos mal &f of its responsibiibes whane, as 8 body
charitabla. In our capacily as (i soks managing covporaln, It i 0 sole managing fusios of & loce
trustae we discharged cur sccountability bruesd o drusts
rosponsibilities for the hund[sliassets, including -.//
financlal mporing and, f requifed, lndependant
examination or audit.

1 W have pul in phecs ansngements Sar the effecthee IT e has made sodabi sranpemens for Bz 1T amd dela
mnd dals mamagement in accordanos with proper \// ATl and has otmpled with froper praciioos in
prRcices during the year undar reviaw, cloing so.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separale sheet for sach ‘Mo’ response and describea
how the authority will address the weaknesses identifled. These sheels must be published with the Annual
Governance Stalement.

This Annual Govermnance Stalerment was approved at a Signad by the Chair and Clerk of the meating whera
mealing of the authority on- approval was given:

0€ (06 /2026
and recorded a5 minule reference: Chair
t | —

https://www_brastedparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

BRASTED PARISH COUNCIL

Toial bavances and resenes & ihae boginning of the e

1. Balances brought

fervard 768,684 72.551| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agres
B o Box ¥ of pravious year,

2. [+) Precapl or Rales and Tolad smount of precapl {or for 1085 mles and levies)
Levies 38,817 40,059 roceied or recshvable b e yoear. Exclude sy grands

3. (#) Total other receipls Total imooeme or receiphs 05 recorded in the cashboak kess

38,543 40,053 | the precept or ratesfevies recedved (Tne 7). include any
granfs received.

4, (=} Siaff cosls Total expendifure of payrments made o snd on behaff

16.546 18 095 off alf employess. include gross salnes s wages,
" : armgoyars M confbulions, employers pension
contributions, grafuiies and Severance payrments

5. [-) Loan inkerasiicapilal Tatal expandifune or paymanis of capifal and inferas!
regayments 0 0| mpde deving M yeer on e authonly's bomowings (i any).

6. (-) All olher payments Todn! expandiiune or poymends as recorded [n the cash-

64,948 52,796 | book less staff costs (Nne 4) and loan inferesticapilal
rapayments (lina 5),

7. (=) Balances carmed Talal balances and resarves &l the end of the year,
forveard 72551 81,772 | must equal (1+2+3) - (#+5+6).

B, Total value of cash and Tha sum of aill cuyrenf and depost bank accounis, cash
b barmn ineeslrents 72 551 81,772| haidings and shod tarm invasimants hekd 85 at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconcilistion.

8. Tolal fixed assets plus Ther vl of aff he property the suthonly owns — it s mada
long term invesiments 576,625 573,192| up of all its fived assais and long term invesimaents as al
and aspels 21 Mavch.

10 Total bomowings The aulsianding capital halance as ot 31 March of alf loans

0 0/ trom third partios (including PWLE].

For Local Councils Cnly

For guidance refar o the Practiioners’ Guide sections 2.371 o 233,

I crlify that for the vear ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting

| confirm that thess Accounling Statements werse

Szatements In this Annusl Governance and Asccountability approved by this authority on this date:

Relwm hawve besn prepared on either a receipls and paymanis

or Income and expenditure basis following the guidance in ,g.g‘r -'..'-'5 Hﬁig

Govemance and Accountability for Smallar Authonfies — a

Praciilioners’ Guide io Proper Pracfices and presant Tairly

the financial position of this suthority. a5 recorded in minube relerence:

Signed by Responaible Financial Officer befors being g i i

presented to the authority for approval. il
— Signed by Chair of the mesting whers ihe Accounting

Sia
o 0062026
Annual Governance and Retum 2025/26 Form3 Page 5 of
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Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Brasted Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Chur responsibility as auditors o complete a limited assurance review s sel oul by the Mational Audit Office (NAD), A imited
assurance review 15 not a full statutory audi, it does nol constitute an audit camied out in accordance with Intemaional
Standards on Auditing (UK & Irefand) and henca it does not provide the sama level of assurance that such an audit would.
Thie LK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statulony audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levets of spending.

Linder a bmited assurance review, the audiior is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAD Audiior Guidanca Nota 02 (AGN 02) as issued by tha NAD on behalfl of the
Compitrofier and Auditor General. AGN 02 ks available from the NAD wabsite -

hitpes-ifwanw nao.ong. ukicode-audit-practicadguidance-and-information-for-auditors’ |

This authorily s responsible for ensuring that il financlal management is adequate and effective and that it has

a sound system of intemal control, The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retum in
accordance with Proper Prachices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to cur duties and responsibiliies as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26

Oin the basis of our revicw of Seclions 1 and 2 of e AnnUBI Govemance and ACCouriatalily Raiam, i our opnion the INfOMAtoN i Secions 1
and 2 of the Anndal Govermancs and Accourtability Relum B in sccordancs with Proper Practices and no ofher matbers hava coma b our
Alfenticn giving causa e comeam that relevant legisiation and reguiatory requiremnaents have not boen met.

mmnﬁuﬂim:ﬁnthHﬂm

Mot applicable

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govamance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibiliies under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2026

Mot appkcabile

External Auditor Name
Forvis Mazars LLP, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

External Auditor Signature Forviy Magary LLP Dale 22 September 2026

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 202526 Form 3 Page B of
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

BRASTED PARISH COUNCIL

hitps:flwww brastedparishcouncil.gov.uk

During the financial vear ended 31 March 2026, this autharity's internal auditor acting indepandantly and on the
basis of an assassmant of risk, carmed out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and

controls in operation and oblained appropriate evidence from he authority.

The intefnal audit for 2025/26 has besn carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
on the basis of the findings in the aregs exgmined, the internal audit condusions are summarnsed m this able. Sai
oul balow are tha objectives of intamal conlrol and alongside are the intemal audet conclusions on wihether, i all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year io a slandard adequals

io meel the naeds of this aulhority.

mmulg m P_.apqhm.lgﬁ.rl

This autharty compled with its financial requisiions. payments were suppored by imoices. ai
oxpanditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for
mmmmwmmmmmmmmm
ol arrangaments 1o manage hese.

Thae prepept or réfes egueement resulted from an adeguate budgetary probess; proghess against
tha budgat was raguiary monitorsd: and resenses wars spropiata.

Expectad income was fully recesved, besed on comect prices, propedy recorded and promplly
banked; and VAT was appropeistely acrmmiled for,

Cash paymanis wene propery supported by recaipls, all cash expendilure was 2pproved and
VAT mppropriately accounbed for

Safaries fo employees and allowances to mambsers ware paid in socordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Ml requinsments waie propeily appled

Asgal and invesimants registers wera complats and Sooursie and propedly maintained.
Pasfodic bark mm:mﬂmmmpmpaﬁwnmmdtﬂmm?ﬁ:

Accouniing stabements pregansd duning the yaar ware prepared on tha correct sccounting basis (receipts

and paymenis or income and axpenditura), agreed 1o the cash boak, ﬂmpurﬁadbﬁranmm.ﬂﬂ
trail froen wnderying reconts and where appropriate debilors and credion were propery raconded.

i the euthority certified dsell as exempl from & Ersled assurincs reveew in 202425, I met tha
eEpdion erflens and coarectly declansd Boalf sxampl.

Tha authory publishad fhe requined information cn o wabsiawebpage up bo dabe & ha tima of tha

intermal audit i accondance with the elievant lagislation,

in the yaar covened by this AGAR, the authorty corracly provided for & pariod for The exercize of
public rights. as requinad by the Accoants and Audit Regulations

The authorty has complied with the publication reguirements lor 2024725 AGAR
The suthorty has compled with laws, regulaBions & propor prachces relaling to digitad and data
compliancs

(For local counciis only)
Truest funds [including chasitable) = The councll met s msponsibiites as a nsles,

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
W
i
W
v
v
W
v

For army ofier risk areas idenified by this suthonly sdequsts controls esésted (list ey othar risk ames on separate shoels il rosdsd),

Crateds) miamal sudit ondariaken Marme of parsen who camad oul The inemsal s
27104/2026 Helen Symmons - Legra IAS

Signature of person who

carried out the intemal audi Date L L

“If the responsa s “no’ pleese state the implications and acilon belrg taken to address any woakness i conirod identified jadd

separate sheets i neoded).

“Habe: Il the msporse i nol covane” ploasn siate when e mos! moenl infornal pudit work was done in this orea ard when i B next plarmed; o,

if coverage is not required, e anmusd internal audi roon miust explen wity vol (sdd separaie shasks Il nesded).
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Attachmant 1.1 - Bank Reconcillation - Year ended 31 March 2028

Guldance per the Practithoner's Guide 2028 (selecied)

Pownt 1,90 - “Sislemenis reconciling sach of the authorfy's bank scoownis with &5 accownsiing records need' fo be prepaned o 8 segular
ke it ar e Snancinl yeue-and S et by Mk of M Moty

Poinl 5,20 - "The yodv-ard Divik racovicillaniod @ & ey Anscisd Sontnd &8 § vwall Drowole iridencs 9 suppond i fofal cagh and shor-
favrm rvesimants Salsnce shomn iy Lise § o Sachian 2 of e sothonfy's AEAR. As havad stafemen’s may be made up o ce¥sney’ dafes
i the monih, cane shookl be faksn, paricuipdy al pedr-aved 1o sasure el S sledeviiend bevig spconiciid incl e halicces ag of 37

m;.ﬁ'!u Where a0 aufonly holds shomlerm imesiments such as coposl o Savwnms scoounfs, ail yesr-ond hehnces mos! be
v in chefal withan A Bank reconclieion and be mciuded o e S of ne 87 For mone infermaBen on Shoft-senm nveaiments,
pease soa point 2 23 of the Praciifonsss Guids 025,

IncitruszEiong Tor compliting 1his berqlsle

1, Pianss M i e igune from tw Asnual Covamancs and Apcouniobdsy Rebum UGAR) for the Bou B Cash and Cash Eqguivolents balancs.
Z Compieio The redevant sechioes 1o daclosa the vales ol &y cash hald of bank acoounts, any other cash amounts &g, petly cash, sy
unbanked cash and ary unprisented chaques. Esch secbon inchalig & okl Gnd this wil Med 080 & Nel Balasces Aguss iowards (he

A Thes firial o calcudates @ ciffemncs babwensn the oo 8 widos par tha AGAR and The sdjusing bl balanos el 31 Maseh 20008 This
sfezubd By MIL jor rownd i i) for the: balanos o b sobistacionly peoonolesd.

ME If tha suhonly hes g 06 mooms (Boxes 2+3) of ioisl mpandiune (boxas &4 540] abowe C5F00, 000, The suthoty must provse a
ooy of the hink sSatdment]s] showisg the vihie of Hhe btk adiirili) 6l 11 Mith 2005 5 Budser] T Runl pod i iTglals

[Box & Cash and Cash Enuivalonts [ &)

Cument oo L kM R

ol ot B S

Adigianal Balances 0. pefly caab, shar term Invemmonis

Tatal Cash 0.0
[Fotai Batances at 31 March 2026 | B1,TT1.52 Jeniculated figure

(Tetal Uspresenbed Clivgues o4 |
Net Balancos =1 31 March 2026 [ 81,771,523 |calculated figure
M | mﬂwm

ey Lmrery ST apghiy e
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